


A

J%)’%’G’

,‘ulf'.—c'r:}?j/.‘:’:{




J’L ety

2
Y.
20092
1000

& 12 155/-

Published by
Nazaria-i-Pakistan Trust

Aiwan=i-Karkunan-i-Tehreek-i-Pakistan,
Madar-i-Millat Park, 100-Shahrah-i-Quaid-i-Azam, Lahore.
Ph.9201213-9201 214 Fax. 9202930 E-mail: trust@nazariapak.info
Web: www.nazariapak.info

Printed at: Nazaria-i-Pakistan Printers,
10-Multan Road, Lahore. Ph: 7466975




z:uw’ L(Ufé.a-aknf/d/ufluv( Lz b
el % B gw'f w!uxl,/du;w,gawwu‘»
Jut:fg fJ’Jﬁ‘f,‘gg P fn e Serlis s
Jﬂf/alﬁ’y‘g 2 (s o‘i/t‘r..}cslgfblaw
FSerhictoe Ul s f b
)J;:hlj‘;d’;j} h,f{;_&t;}‘}ufb/uf//@ff
uéné’.ffs’u’uﬂgl},m,fd’:ﬁf_umvg.J"‘"’“ K(;
b s7tcFrntl A g S st S EmS
Sy g mlie gl L Ly &
g Sk JAb s tife bt Ve
st L Aol S G L et
Lobinbedb o NS ol 12 gL L7
e d 2L Rl e 1t gt s ST
wbie U3 GIGIES aStut eI 76
i leoap it
VI 2% S sl e J ?‘VU-'G'




I
\

S QW E L e PG AU, J":
P P AN AN Ty ]
S bn by l;lfJVﬁLQWL e »’G‘:l}rtﬁ
J!lwl}q JQ;'L Ul}.ljy!b-c‘- Labooy lTJ uﬁ/fdn (;J'
ISl uisﬁuﬂu,zﬁuﬁ‘%ﬁ& L)_/_ A 300 J ‘}g"fﬁ'
u:££ Sk JC)’J/».._?(TGT/&?J’&:’L{L&
SEUC IS LWL i S L B
LPPEULPSIS At S 2o SIS JFLE e
Ay ARV S LI N TP
pl e Vbs Wty t-;,l’& I FasGribe ,iﬁ’u’s‘
L i S Sin/| K“;;d,mé.@&
Py sy TN [V A B YTy o
LOIE Y Sl b S PP W F e Uy
J r}dmaﬁ [F4 J“g lyros Jf 5 LAz » S }Ml
thAWKJ.f"}":(qu.gfd }"ef‘ié:L[ g el
L&?IFJJ’KUI?"& .{{ /2:? ré_:/clgu( ) L}W‘J e Jj &
= P;.'«Db.‘;/;/: 'L}U‘ J Wﬁ:@ Mk//cﬂ &) J ¢ k"j!; % }’."om'
-JL%J:’M y 4 wf({ z;fcjj’:ﬁl}(jpa.-

(J4%)




/A0 LAJJ? o
oI IR JyLUﬁ/}’gAJ@]%??L&VJ# ‘sl -\
28...... el GRS E B TR Ky s™ @
34 51940 G 106 @
40 J#fjw:uk“?u:mioib_jﬁué eIt
T Gt ®
..o 2Pl U Bkl @
B 0.ttt 36 @
3 OO il S Fe 2 @
S TR a«‘,@»dﬂ [s}
ui,_./,&?du/mlj/uw/'/( (et
55 oo QL et
(G dFwa)
ot gt
7 T oo Fop A6 gl sk
(A (SETL e tlnl Bl 46)
<10 e el biagis e

CHAPTER FIVE: TRIBUTES TO QUAID-I-AZAM
THE CHAMPION OF THE MIN.ORITIES
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"By a fortune absolutely unique in history,

Mohammad(PBUH) is a THREE-FOLD FOUNDER"
of a "STATE", of a "RELIGION", and of a "NATION".

,?Jp:'./”:?g‘;:;b' €23+ (Dr. John Drapei}l A5
et e s B LRSI 5
"Of all men, Moharqmad has the greatest
influence upon the human.race"

Sie P (Michael H. Haet)g1 Sl Fulz i

The Hundred; 100K B¢ el v {1l

Ranking of the Most Influential Persons in History".
St U2 s U 6 TE T f

Skt 28U
"My choice of Muhammad to lead the list of
the World's most influential persons may surprise
some readers and may be questioned by others,
but he was the only man in history who was
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supremely successful on both the religious and
secular levels.

Of humble origins, Muhammad founded and
promulgated one of the world's greatest religion,
and became an immensely effective political leader.
Today, thirteen centuries after his death, his
influence is still powerful and pefvasive.“
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“HAGES Y e = (HE LW S5 ey
-Z‘Ltﬁﬁniﬁ;lﬁa)/'}

"Hither to the individual Arab had no other
protection than that of his family or that of his
patron. Muhammad rid himself, at one stroke, of the
old Arab conception which had kept the Mekkans
themselves back from adopting a drastic policy of
suppression and repression against him. And with it
he dissolved the old ties, broke down old barriers;

and placed every Muslim under the protection of the
entire community of the faithful.”
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Commenting on the "Treaty of Medina,"
Professor Majid Khadduri, writes:

"It appears as a tripartite agreement between
the Muhajirun or émigrés of Mecca, the Ansar or
adherents of Medina, and the Jews. A careful
examination of the text shows, however, that it was
more than a treaty of alliance. The first part indeed
reflects to us more than an attempt at reconciliation
between the tribes; it is in fact a convention for
fusing all the rival attempts of the Arab tribes in
Medina to constitute one nation in distinction from
the rest of the people. It is, in other words, a
constitution for the Islamic State in its embryonic
stage rather than a loose alliance of tribes. In this
Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) had
attempted to dissolve the narrow tribal loyalties

within a new superstructure, by shifting their focus
of attention to new Religion and’ State."

A well knowOrientalist W. Montgomery Watt
while paying tributes to the Holy Prophet

Muhammad (P.B.U.H) says:
"This Treaty sheds a good deal of light on the
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position of therophet as the controller of the
affairs in Medina. The constitution states that
wherever there is any dipute, it is to be referred to
God and to Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon
him). It seems likely that it was contemplated in the
original agreement between Prophet Muhammad
(Peace be upon him) and the Medinites that he
would be able to act as an arbitrator between rival
factions and thus help to maintain peace in the
oasis.”

A prominent Muslim Historian of Egypt. Prof.
Muhammad Husayn Haykal, while considering the
"Treaty of Medina a "Landmark in Human History"
sheds light is the following words:

"The latter part of the Treaty, which refers to
an alliance between the Arabian tribes constituting
one party and the Jews as the other, clearly lays
down the broad principle on which cordial relations
could be established between Muslims and
non-Muslim$his Treaty, which owed itself to the
efforts of the Holy Prophet (peace be upon him) for
establishing peace, is a Landmark in Human
History".

"It guaranteed mankind thirteen hundred and
fifty years ago, freedom of thought and freedom of
worship. Protection of life and that of the property
was recognized and the crime in allsitwderm
legally banned. These are in fact fresh laurels which
Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) eminently
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won in the realm of civics and politics of that time,
for it guaranteed peace and freedom to the people
who had been woefully groaning under the heel of
tyranny and oppression let qu)se by despotism and
autocracy and anarchy of that age."
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CHAPTER FIVE
TRIBUTES OF QUAID-I-AZAM:
THE CHAMPION OF THE
MINORITIES

QUAID-I-AZAM & MINORITIES
by
C.E. GIBBON, M.L.A. PUNJAB

TODAY, five years ago Quaid-i-Azam
Muhammad Ali Jinnah the Father of the Nation, left
us for his blestial abode.

It was in the year 1935 that | was introduced
to Mr. Muhammad Ali Jinnah by the late Sir Henry
Gidney the representative of the Anglo-Indian
Community in the Indian Legislative Assembly. My
first impressions were none too favorable. Mr.
Jinnah struck me as being an over dressed
gentleman, a moderate politician and a short
sighted statesman. These impressions, however,
underwent a change as | came to know and
understand him better. | have a vivid recollection of
a series of conversation which took place between
him, Sir Henry Gidney, myself and others in Simla
and New Delhiin 1934 and 1939.

The discussion centred round the division of
India into two separate States-Hindusthan and
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Pakistan. With the exception of Mr. Jinnah himself,
none of us were convinced at the time of the
possibilities of such a division but, as time went on
and the Congress became more communal-minded
we began to see that what was considered to be a
dream may sooner or later become a reality.

The came World War |l during which period
most of us kept aloof from active politics, but
maintained our interest in current events. In 1945
when the difference between the Congress and the
Muslim League became more acute, we roused
ourselves from our political lethargy and began to
take a keener interest in the political and economic
issues involved. For a minority like ours, these
iIssues were charged with grave consequences and
it required the greatest amount of courage, thought
and initiative to decide whether we should take
sides or remain neutral. We followed, with keen
interest, the Cripps proposals: the discussions with
Lord Wavell and took an active part in the
investig@hsmade by the Cabinet Mission.

At that time the dice, as far as we were
concerned, was loaded a favour of the Congress
demand for an undivided India. The reasons for his
being that, apart from the Lahore Resolution, which
| considered to be vague and ambiguous, the
Muslim League had not clarified its policy in respect
of the treatment of minorities.

In 1946, | was elected a Member of the Indian
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Constituent Assembly, which gave me an
opportunity of styding the Congress attitude from
close quarters. | then became convinced that the
demand for Pakistan was genuine and that it would
be in the best interests of the Anglo-Indian and
Christian minorities who would eventually, have to
live in Pakistan, to consider the situation from a
more practical point of view.

In April 1947, the late Diwan Bahadur S.P.
Singha and | held lengthy conversations with Mr.
Jinnah and it was decided that he would make a
public announcement in respect of the treatment of
the minorities in Pakistan. This he did on May 21,
1947, to Reuter's correspondent, Mr. Doon
Campbell, in the form of questions and answers
which may well be reproduced below:-

"Q. What are your views in regard to the
protection of minorities in Pakistan territories?

"A. There is only one answer. The minorities
must be protected and safeguarded. The minorities
in Pakistan will be citizens of Pakistan and will enjoy
all the rights, privileges and obligations of
citizenship without any distinction of caste, creed or
sect.

"They will be treated justly and fairly. The
Government will run the Administration and control
the legislative measures by its Parliament. The
collective conscience of Parliament itself will be a
guarantee that the minorities need not have any
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apprehensions of any injustice being done to them.

"Over and above that, there will be provisions
for the protection and safeguard of the minorities
which in my opinion, must be embodied in the
Constitution itself. This will leave no doubt as to the
fundamental rights of the citizens, protection of
religion and faith of every section, freedom of
thought and expression, and protection of their
cultural and social life."

Following this, late Diwan Bahadur S.P.
Singha and | gave the Quaid-i-Azam an assurance
that we would publicly stand for Pakistan and in the
same month | resigned my seat in the Indian
Constituent Assembly.

Both of us gave evidence before the
Boundary Commission and also cast our votes in
the Punjab Legislative Assembly in favour of
Pakistan. Thereafter, we felt confident that the
minorities, particularly the Christian minority, would
receive fajust and generous treatment and as
long as the Quaid-i-Azam lived, we had nothing
whatsoever to complain. Shortly after his death, the
attitude of the Muslim League towards the Christian
minority began to change, resulting in the mass
ejectment of Christians from their homes and off the
lands which they had been cultivating for
generations. This process of economic strangulation
of the Christian minority continues unabated and
accounts for my opposition to the Muslim League,
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as it exists to - day.

Numerous representations to the
Governor-General, the Prime Minhster
Governors and Chief Ministers of provinces have
received little or no response and the Christian
community, which looked to the Quaid-i-Azam for
the implementation of the assurances given by him,
is to-day disillusioned and dis-contented.

If only we could succeed in convincing the
leaders of the Muslims League that the future of
Pakistan is linked with the future of its minorities
how much happier and contented all of us would be.
But, from what | observe, we have to contend with a
house divided against itself. The Muslim League of
to-day is completely barren of leadership. It has no
policy. It has no programme other than that to
create dissension and dis-cord. Its future is as
uncertain as the elements and but for the
determination of the people of Pakistan to maintain
their Independence, | shudder to think what the
future has in store for us.

Let us, therefore, on this memorable day
make an honest attempt to mend our ways and to
follow at the footsteps of the great Quaid-i-Azam.
Let us give practical shape to his motto of Unity,
Faith and Discipline and above all, let the minorities
feel that they are not strangers in their native land. If
all this can be achieved by a re-orientation of the
party of the Muslims Ledbeefuture of Pakistan
is assured.
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QUAID-I-AZAM: MINORCHEAMPION
by
JOGENDRA NATH MANDAL,

Minister for Law and Labour

The cruel hands of destiny had taken away
the Quaid-i-Azam at a time when his presence was
mostnecessary.

Great men are born with some mission. As
soon as that mission is fulfilled they are taken away
from us. The Quaid-i-Azam was born with the
mission of achieving Pakistan and free millions of
the downtrodden and poor people of the Indo -
Pakistan sub-continent. Not only the Muslims, but
other minorities of India looked upon the
Quaid-i-Azam as their Champion.

| don't intend to make any concealment of my
feelings that after his death the minorities to-day
feel more helpless than the Muslims of Pakistan. In
his death the State lost its architect and founder, the
nation lost its Father and the people at large lost
their guide but the minorities lost their best friend,
and protector, and well-wisher.

Many responsible members of the minority
communities on many occasions have expressed
their helplessness to me because of the absence of
the Quaid-i-Azam. They have candidly confessed
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and tried to impress upon me that their condition
and lot would have been much better had the
Quaid-i-Azam been living at this time.

| subscribe to their views, today as always. |
as the representative of the minorities, invoke the
soul of the Quaid-i-Azam to lead me on the right
path. | pray to his soul because in him | found the
greatest champion of the cause of the minorities.

The minorities had great confidence in him.
They knew that in Pakistan which was achieved by
the Quaid-i-Azam they would never have any unfair
deal, and their interest would be safeguarded.

Those, who following in the footsteps of the
Quaid-i-Azam, are ruling the country today, cannot
forget the message of the Quaid-i-Azam and his
example.

At this solemn occasion | would like to remind
them that ours is a great responsibility. The
Quaid-i-Azam has left a legacy. He achieved
Pakistan to make it prosperous, happy and great.
We must pledge and dedicate ourselves to the
cause for which the Quaid-i-Azam lived and died.
So long as we will be guided by the ideals and the
message left behind by the Quaid-i-Azam, we need
not be disheartened, and we need not be afraid of
any thing, either external or internal. Placing our
faith in God, We must m:;zsrch forward, no matter
what difficulties come in our way.
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QUAID-I-AZAM HAS ENSHRINED HIMSELF
IN OUR HEARTS, AND IN THE PAGES OF
HISTORY
by
LALA KOTU RAM,

M.L.A. (N.W.F.P).

The stability, strength and prestige that we
have gained, the peace that we have secured, the
material progress that we have made, and the new
vistas of plenty that are opening before us, are all
due to the inspiring spirits of the late Quaid-i-Azam.
Let the same spirits continue to inspire us, and let
us adjure all selfishness and internal wrangles for
power, and work together as a team to ensure
fulfillment of the dream of the Baba-i-Millat."

It is a matter for thanks giving the
Quaid-i-Azam's mantle has not fallen on unworthy
shoulders. Despite the stroms, the worthy
successors now in charge of the Pakistan ship have
steered it clear of all rocks to her haven, with all her
majestie and triumphant look.

Quaid-i-Azam's miracle of Pakistan continues
to work through its magic formula of faith, unity and
discipline." Islam is its central, cementing and
inspiring link."

Quaid-i-Azam has enshrined himself in our
hearts, and in the pages of history, as one with a
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frail body but with a resolute mind that makes and
unmakes things that make7s and unmakes history,
and sways the minds of mankind.

THE MEMORY OF THE "QUAID" IS

SACRED
by
DEWAN BAHADUR
S.P.Singha
"The memory of the Quaid-i-Azam is sacred
not only to the Muslims of Pakistan, but equally to
non-Muslims. The reference be made to the
minorities in connection with the citizenship of
Pakistan at the inaugural ceremony_on the 14th
August, 1947, constitutes their "Magna Carta."

IF THE "QUAID" HAD LIVED MORE..... !

by
Mr. Dinshah

B. Challa

W hile presiding over a general meeting of the
Lahore Pasri Amjan, which was arranged to
commemorate the first death anniversary of the
Quaid-i-Azam, Mr. Challa laid special emphasis on
the great leader's solicitude for the welfare of
minorities, specially the Parsi community. He
deplored the sad demise of the Quaid-i-Azam so
soon after the foundation of the State had been laid
and observed that if Providence had spared him just
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for a period of five years more, it would have been a
great thing for the further progress and prosperity of
Pakistan especially for minorities.

"IN PAKISTAN, YOU WILL

BE AT LIBERTY."
by
MR. C.E. GIBBONS.

From almost nothing, the Quaid-i-Azam, with
improvable patience and indomitable courage,
carved out a homeland for his people. It was my
privilege to discuss with him the future of the
minorities in Pakistan; and to hear fall from his lips
those memorable words, "in Pakistan you will be all
liberty to pursue your own way of life and enjoy a
freedom greater than that ever known."

Death, however, removed him from the field
of his labour, but his spirit remain to guide the
nation through toil and sorrow to the promised land
of the peace and plenty

THE QUAID-I-AZAM HAD
MADE A PROMISE

by
CATHOLIC LORD BISHOP OF LAHORE.

"To us, members of the Christian and
Anglo-Indian minorities, the Quaid-i-Azam had
made a promise. We asked him for no privileged



113

treatment. We were prepared, as we are now, to
share the common burdens and hardships of the
country, as well as its glory and joy, for we are well
grounded in the spirit of sacrifice for home and
country. All that we did askawdesxent living a

free men of a nation freedom of conscience and
religion, and the means to educate our children in
the faith of their fathers. That is what the beloved
Quaid-i-Azam promised us and promise none shall
ever deprive us of, so long as we fulfill our duty of
loyalty and devotion to Pakistan and its people,
because that promise has now become sacred. It is
sealed in the death of the Quaid-i-Azam, and is part
and parcel of his legacy, which is the State of
Pakistan itseif."

Tributes of Quaid-i-Azam
By
Dr. Sir C.R. Reddy: (a prominent non-Brahmin

leader of South India)

He is the pride of India and not the private
possession of the Muslims.

A straight thinker, straight fighter and strong
hitter, he is anything but a subtlety shop and in fact
suspicious of subtle politicians whose texts read
one way and whose oft-repeated commentaries in
other and different ways according to exigencies. In
dignity, racial and personal, heeisaaple and
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standard-bearer. He abhors the oily pose of mock
modesty and ultra-humility, and the rebound

perhaps takes him to the other extreme, which, in
any case, is the lesser and less widespread in

firmity of Indians. In his autobiography Mr.

Jawaharlal Nehru praises the manly bearing and
profound political instinct of the Muslims. If the

illustration of this were needed | would say, "Look at
Jinnah."

The spiritual drive of the political missionary is
his, for he wants nothing for himself and everything
for his country on an equitable basis of distribution
as between its component elements. True he does
not prate of self-sacrifice nauseatingly-but then to
the courageous and noble it is all self-realization
and self-fulfilment and no conscious sacrifice.

The great root good he has done to India is
saving our politics from being clouded over,
confused dnconfounded by metaphysics and
moonshine. By his firm common-sense stand he
has saved the country from a fearful relapse into
primitivism in its education, life and outlook of which
it ran some risk. Trheyhas been the savior of
Indian progress and modernism. If in the conflict
between the Ascetic-Primitive and Scientific
Modern, India had been left with a chance of
achieving a fuller and more powerful civilization in
place of a bloodless, if perhaps less blissful,
charkha-isation the credit and glory of it go in the
main to Jinn&h.
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Tributes of Quaid-i-Azam
By
Mr. M.C. Rajah (leader of the
Scheduled Castes)

All religions, hold the belief that God sends
suitable men into the world to work out His plan
from time to time, and at critical junctures. | regard
Mr. Jinnah as the man who has been called upon to
correct the wrong ways into which the people of
India have been led by the Congress under the
leadership of Mr. Gandhi. The Congress did a great
service to the country so long as it followed the lines
of critical co-operation and co-operative criticism
towards the British Government, as laid down by
Dadabhai Naoroji and Gokhale. But it took a wrong
turn when it adopted wholesale the
non-co-operation programme of Mr. Gandhi and
assumed an attitude of open hostility towards
Britian, and tried to infuse in the minds of the people
a spirit of defiance of law and civil disobedience,
more or less thinly veiled under a formula of truth
and non-violence. Moreover, by Mahatmafying Mr.
Gandhi it appealed to the idolatrous superstitions of
the Hindus, thus converting the religious adherence
of the Hindu section of the population to the
Mahatma into political support of his
non-co-operation programme. W hile this strategy
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was of some avail in hustling the British
Government to yield more and more to the
demands of the Congress, it divided the people into
Hindu and non-Hindu sections.

In these circumstances a man was needed to
stand up to Congress and tell its leaders that their
organization, however powerful numerically and
financially, does not represent the whole of India.

| admire Mr. Jinnah and feel greatful to him
because, in advocating the cause of the Muslims,
he is championing the claims of all classes who
stand the danger of being crushed under the
steam-roller of a Hindu majority, acting under the
inspiration and order of Mr. &andhi.

Tributeto Quaid-i-Azam

BY

Sir Homi Mody: (a leader of the parsi

Community)

He is fearless and straightforward, seeks no
popularity and is singularly free from political
intrigue. He is a lone figure; very few really know
him or have penetrated the armour of his aloofness.
An arresting personality, one may like or condemn,
but cannot ignore him; his contribution to the
political life of India has been outsthnding.
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Tributes to Quaid-i-Azam
By
Sir Cowasji Jehangir (a Parsi leader and

member of the Indian Legislative Assembly)
If there is one characteristic more than

another which distinguishes him in public life it is his
sturdy independence. Nothing will sidetrack him
from what he considers is the path of Duty, Truth,
Righteousness, and Equity. No amount of
opposition, no threats and no danger will daunt him
in his determination. He is a man full of courage and
tenacity. Few have been in public life for so long in
India to-day as he has been, and | venture to
suggest that no one can accuse him of ever having
been a time-server or an opportunist. He has never
put self or his own interest before those of his
country. Such men are rarely found in public life. He
stands to-day not only as the acknowledged leader
of the millions of his community but also as one of
the foremost men in the public life °6f India.
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These are dark times of India. The carnage in
Gujrat, Bapu Gandhi's home state, in early 2002
and the subsequent landslide victory of Narendra
Modi in the elections will spell disaster for our
country. The fascist agenda of Hindu fanatics is
unlike anything we have experienced in our modern
history. After Partition | had thought we would never
again experience a similar holocaust. | may be
proved wrong. Far from becoming mahaan (great),
India is going to the dogs, and unless a miracle
saves us, the country will break up. It will not be
Pakistan or any other foreign power that will destroy
us; we will commit hara-kiri.

There are now several other Hindu
organizations as, if not more, militant than the RSS.
There is the Shiv Sena led by the rabblerouser Bal
Thackerey, an admirer of Adolf Hitler. He started
with a movement called 'Maharashtra of
Maharashtrians' aimed at ousting South Indians
from Bombay. His mission soon changed to ousting
Muslims from India. In the last decade or so he has
spread his tentacles across the country and boasts
of his sainiks taking the leading part in destroying
the mosque in Ayodhya. Perhaps as reward he has
his quota of ministers in the central government.
Besides the Shiv Sena, there are the more
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mischievous Bajrang Dal and the Vishva Hindu
Parishad, currently leading the agitation to build a
Ramjaambhoomi temple on the exact site where
the now-destroyed Babri Masjid stood - no matter
what the government or the courts of law have to
say. This is typical. Most members of the extended
SanghParivar regard themselves above the law of
the land. They have arrogated to themselves the
right to decide the fate of one billion Indians.

It is ironic that the highest incidence of
violence against Muslims and Christians has taken
place in Gujarat, the home state of Bapu Gandhi. It
has been going on for years. Before the 2002 riots,
Christian missionaries were being attacked in the
tribal districts of the state. There wereofeport
violence and intimidation coming in almost every
day. We will see more of that.

Reports of the Minorities Commission
substantiate what has appeared in the national
press. For those interested, photographic evidence
of destroyed churches, dargahs, Muslim homes and
shops is available. Among the most ludicrous is the
State - sponsored attempt to wipe out remanants of
Muslim presence. | first saw this in 1998. Gujarat's
capital, Ahmedabad, was built by a Muslim ruler in
the middle ages. | noticed that milestone on the
main highway leading to the city had dropped
Ahmed from its name and made it into Amdavad.

The birth of Hindu nationalism took place in
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Renaissance Bengal in 1886 with the Hindu melas.
The primary objective of these melas was to train
young Hindus in the martial arts, the use of lathis,
daggers and swords. Non-Hindus were not allowed
to participate. There was Swami Dayanand
Saraswati's Arya Samaj movement with its
emphasis on Shuddhi - Dayanand's objective to
re-establish the golden age of Hinduism
encouraged reconversion of Muslims and Christians
back to its fold.

With Independence came Partition and the
worst communal violence in India's history. | was a
witness to that madness, and | thought the nation
was coming to an end. In the first week of August
1947, | was in Lahore. In second half of the same
month | was in Delhi. | did not know which country |
belonged tdndia or Pakistan. | was born in a
village deep in the heart of what became Pakistan. |
expected to live the rest of my life in Lahore. |
sympathized with Muslims who wanted a separate
state of their own, and had reconciled myself to
living and prospering in that \Stasé&
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